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Twinkl Phonics Structure at Cayton School  

At Cayton School, we believe that children need consistency of approach in phonics lessons and to know 
what is expected and what is coming next. This reduces the cognitive load and frees up working memory 
which makes it easier for children’s knowledge to transfer into their long term memory. From understanding 
this, Cayton School therefore believes that phonics lessons should be predictable and structured to ensure 
children are ‘knowing more and remembering more’. This helps to build their confidence with phonics and feel 
safe and secure in their learning.  
 
Cayton School follow Twinkl phonics scheme. Whilst the pedagogy of our curriculum is based around the 
centrist approach, phonics is the taught in a more traditional way: 

- Synthetic, systematic and progressive 
- 100% of the children, 100% of the time 
- Rigorous and pacy  

 
Each phonics session structure covers these four elements: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Progression of phonic:  

 

The structure of every lesson follows this five-part pattern 
to ensure the four elements are covered. 
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Level 1 - Aspects  
Throughout Level 1, young learners develop the knowledge, skills and understanding to use and discriminate 
between auditory, environmental and instrumental sounds through 7 Aspects. Level 1 is taught in EYFS and 
underpins learning throughout the teaching of Phonics Levels 2-6.  
 
Level 1 activities are arranged under the following 7 Aspects: 
 

 
Level 2 
The purpose of Level 2 is to teach the first 19 most commonly-used letters and the sounds they make, move 
children on from oral blending and segmenting to blending and segmenting with letters and to introduce some 
common exception words (tricky words) for reading. 
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Power point structure: 

 
Level 3 
The purpose of Level 3 is to introduce another 25 graphemes, including consonant digraphs, vowel digraphs 
and trigraphs so that children can represent 42 phonemes with a grapheme. It is also to continue to practise 
CVC blending and segmentation, as well as to apply their knowledge of blending and segmenting to reading 
and spelling simple two-syllable words and captions. 
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Power point structure: 

 
 
Level 4 
The purpose of Level 4 is to consolidate children’s knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling words 
(especially digraphs and trigraphs), introduce words with adjacent consonants - CVCC, CCVC, CCVCC, 
CCCVC, CVCCC, CCCVCC, CCVCCC. It is also to learn polysyllabic words and learn to read and spell some 
more common exception words (tricky words). 
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Power point structure: 

 

 
 
Level 5 
The purpose of Level 5 is to learn alternative graphemes for known phonemes, to learn alternative 
pronunciations of known graphemes, to introduce split digraphs, to introduce suffixes and prefixes, to learn to 
read and spell more common exception words. Level 5 focuses on less GPCs per week so that the children 
can pend more time understanding and applying the GPC and it’s sound family. This further supports the 
children in preparing for the phonics screening check in the summer term. 
 
Structure of the week: 
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Weekly overview: 

 
 
Power point structure: 
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Level 6 
The purpose of Level 6 is to develop children’s knowledge of spelling patterns and best-guess grapheme 
selection, to learn more alternative graphemes for known phonemes, to learn more alternative pronunciations 
for known graphemes, to introduce the /zh/ phoneme, to develop an understanding of the spelling rules for 
adding suffixes and prefixes, to introduce homophones/near homophones and contractions, to learn to spell 
more common exception words, to develop their understanding of grammar rules, to learn effective writing 
techniques including editing and proofreading and learn more strategies to read and write independently.  
 
Structure of the week: 

 
Weekly overview: 
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Power point structure: 

 
 
Bottom 20% of readers: 
 
Cayton School believe that the best way for children to progress in reading is to stay on track with the 
programme and have clear, termly expectation. However, we acknowledge that some children have an SEND 
or for a variety of reasons may find staying on track challenging. At Cayton School, we want to support 
children to make the best progress that they can. We do this by teaching daily phonics from EYFS to Year 2 
and then from Year 2 to 6 where assessment shows phonics support is needed. This support is taught 
through: 

- Same day catch up 
- KS1 intervention 
- KS2 codebreakers  
- For specific needs 1:1 precision teaching  

  
Assessment (This may vary slightly depending on how many weeks are in each term) 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

EYFS Assess weeks 
1- 4 of Level 2 

Assess week 5-
6 of Level 2 
and 1- 3 of 
Level 3 

Assess week 
4-9 of Level 3 

Assess week 
10- 11 of Level 
3 and week 1 
and 2 of Level 
4 

Assess week 3- 
5 of Level 4 

Assess any 
outstanding 
learning 

Year 1 Assess week 1-
4 of Level 5 

Assess week 5-
10 of Level 5 

Assess week 
11-16 of Level 
5 

Assess week 
17-22 of Level 
5 

Assess week 
23-28 of Level 
5 

Assess week 
29-30 of 
Level 5 and 
any gaps 

Year 2 Assess week 1-
4 of Level 6 

Assess week 5-
10 of Level 6 

Assess week 
11-16 of Level 
6 

Assess week 
17-22 of Level 
6 

Assess week 
23-28 of Level 
6 

Assess week 
29-30 of 
Level 6 and 
any gaps 

 
Assessment includes: GPCs/CEW/blending/segmenting within each level. These are assessed using Phonics 
Tracker 
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